RAFF 


BOROUGH  OF  FALMOUTH 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

V.  E.  WHITMAN,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

AND 

Sanitary  Inspector 

A.  HEY,  F.R.S.I.,  F.S.I.A. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 

31st  December,  1951 


BOROUGH  OF  FALMOUTH 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

V.  E.  WHITMAN,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

AND 

Sanitary  Inspector 

A.  HEY,  F.R.S.I.,  F.S.I.A. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 


3 1 st  December,  1951 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE,  1951 


THE  MAYOR  OF  FALMOUTII  (Councillor  T.  L.  MORRIS) 
Chairman  : Alderman  F.  W.  HFARLFY 

Aldermen  W.  A.  LAMB 

T.  C.  WILLIAMS 

Councillors  B.  J.  E.  BELCHER 

V.  A.  S.  BONE 

W.  E.  CAVILL 
E.  M.  FROST 
J.  L.  LEAN 

P.  Cx.  LOBB 
H.  B.  NATION 


STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

V.  E.  WHITMAN,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.II. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 

A.  HEY,  F.R.S.I.,  F.S.I.A. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

G.  BARNARD 

Clerk  : 


Miss  L.  M.  DA  WE 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2920124x 


BOROUGH  OF  FALMOUTH 


Annual  Report 

of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  Ending , December  31st,  1951 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  of  Falmouth  during  the  year  1951. 

Apart  from  the  usual  biennial  epidemic  of  measles 
which  was  comparatively  mild,  there  was  no  epidemic 
disease  of  any  sort  and  the  year  can  be  said  to  have  been  a 
healthy  one.  At  10. 8 per  thousand  of  population  the  Death 
Rate  was  lower  than  ever  before  and  was  considerably 
bclow  the  rate  for  the  whole  country.  The  Birth  Rate  and 
Infant  Mortality  Rates  were  very  much  the  same  as  in  1950. 
The  Census  held  in  April,  195/,  found  the  population  of 
Falmouth  to  be  17.036.  but  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate 
of  the  mid-year  population  was  16,620.  It  is  probable  that 
the  difference  of  116  was  due  to  the  presence  of  that  number 
of  visitors  in  Falmouth  at  the  time  of  the  Census. 

Housing  is  still  the  chief  public  health  problem  in 
Falmouth,  and  throughout  the  whole  country  for  that 
matter.  The  fact  that,  despite  the  construction  of  an  average 
of  over  50  houses  per  year  since  the  last  war,  <S5  of  the 
houses  left  over  from  the  1935  slum  clearance  scheme  arc 
still  inhabited,  indicates  even  more  clearly  than  the  huge 
waiting  list  the  need  for  vet  more  houses.  It  is  encouraging 
to  note  that  the  Swanvale  Valiev  sewerage  scheme  has  at. 
last  received  Ministerial  approval.  It  was  the  lack  of  this 
as  much  as  anything  that  frustrated  the  Council’s  desire 
for  a larger  housing  programme. 
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Attention  has  recently  been  brought  to  a more  acute 
locus  on  the  problem  of  rescuing  and  modernising  houses 
the  maintenance  of  which  has  fallen  into  serious  arrears 
owing  to  the  war  and  the  rise  in  costs  which  followed. 
In  so  far  as  these  arc  concerned  the  Housing  Act  of  1040 
is  a dead  duck.  Something  much  more  comprehensive  and 
imaginative  is  required.  Councils  have  the  power  to  purchase 
and  recondition  old  houses  of  course,  but  are  understand- 
ably reluctant  to  use  funds  for  this  purpose  which  can  be 
more  profitably  employed  on  the  construction  of  new  houses. 
If  the  rate  at  which  old  houses  fall  into  dilapidation  is  not 
to  exceed  that  of  new  construction  the  problem  has  to  be 
faced,  however,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  call  for  action  at 
Government  level. 

The  work  of  the  Health  Department  during  the  year 
is  set  out  in  detail  by  Mr.  Hey  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
It  is  an  impressive  record  of  work  and  I would  invite 
especial  attention  to  the  fact  that  despite  all  the  difficulties 
and  shortages  of  the  post-war  period  a high  standard  of 
hygiene  has  been  attained  in  all  the  Licensed  premises 
within  the  Borough. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  help  and 
consideration  and  to  Mr.  Hey  and  his  staff  for  their  loyal 
co-operation. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Mr.  Mayor.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 


Your  obedient  servant. 

V.  E.  WHITMAN, 


Medical  O fficer  of  Health. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 

Area  in  acres 
Population,  1951 
Estimated  population.  1931 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1951 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1931 
Rateable  value,  1951 
Product  of  penny  rate 

Number  of  houses  built  or  building  since  1945 
Number  of  families  on  waiting  list  for  houses 
Number  of  inhabited  huts,  Beacon  Camp 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  left  from  1935 
slum  clearance  programme 
Rainfall,  1951 

Rainfall,  average  of  past  SO  years 
Sunshine,  1951 

Sunshine,  average  of  past  SO  years 


Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births 

Males,  126  ; Females,  115 
Registrar  General’s  “ Area  Comparability 
Factor  ” 

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population — Falmouth 
Birth  rate,  per  1.000  population — England  and 
Wales 
Still  Births 
Males,  6 ; Females,  3 

Still  birth  rate,  per  1,000  all  births — Falmouth 
Still  birth  rate,  per  1.000  all  births — England 
and  Wales 
Deaths 

Males,  101  ; Females,  10S 
Registrar  General’s  “ Area  Comparability 
Factor  ” 

Death  rate,  per  1,000  population — Falmouth 
Death  rate,  per  1,000  population — England  and 
Wales 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year 
Males,  5 ; Females,  3 

Infant  mortality  rate,  per  1.000  live  births — 
Falmouth 

Infant  mortality  rate,  per  1,000  live  births — 
England  and  Wales 


1,893 
1 6,620 
12,910 
4,564 
2,916 
£167,673 
£667  12  8 
319 
55  5 
9 

85 

46.0  ins. 
43.9  ins. 
18S6.2  Ill’s. 
1697.8  hrs. 


Total  241 

1.04 

15.1 

15.5 

Total,  9 
36.0 

22.9 

Total  209 

0.86 

10.8 

12.5 
Total  8 

33.2 

29.6 
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Analysis  of  Causes  oi  Death 


1950  1951 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

:j 

3 

Tuberculosis,  other 

*) 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

Mcningo  coccal  infections 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

2 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

0 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

2 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

3 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 
plasms 

18 

17 

Leukaemia,  alcukaemia 

— 

3 

Diabetes 

1 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

31 

29 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

20 

22 

Iljpertcnsion  with  heart  disease 

5 

0 

Other  heart  disease 

52 

39 

Other  circulatory  disease 

9 

8 

Influenza 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

ii 

0 

Bronchitis 

14 

8 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

3 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

7 

0 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

i 

3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformation 

— 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-dc  lined  diseases 

n 

14 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

All  other  accidents 

3 

10 

Suicide 

1 

8 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

21 9 209 
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Birth  and  Death  Rate  Since  1936 

Infant 

Mortality 

Year 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Rate 

1936 

1 2.8 

14.4 

46.2 

1937 

15.3 

14.3 

52.0 

1938 

12.3 

13.6 

59.5 

1939 

13.7 

14.8 

58.5 

1910 

13.1 

13.4 

49.8 

1911 

16.5 

12.6 

36.9 

1942 

16.2 

13.6 

41.7 

1913 

18.6 

14.6 

56.6 

1911  ... 

20.4 

13.9 

53.3 

1915 

20.0 

14.1 

16.5 

1916 

20.4 

13.5 

33.6 

1917 

18.6 

12.7 

23.0 

1918 

15.6 

12.9 

26.4 

1949 

16.4 

14.6 

46.9 

1950 

14.8 

11.1 

33.3 

1951 

15.1 

10.8 

33.2 

Deaths  in  Age 

Groups 

M. 

F. 

Total 

0 + 

5 

3 

8 

1—  1 

1 

— 

1 

5—14 

— 

1 

1 

1 5—24 

2 

2 

4 

25—44 

1 

3 

4 

45—64 

34 

26 

60 

65 — 74 

24 

17 

41 

75  + 

34 

56 

90 

101 

108 

209 

62.7%  of  all  deaths  were  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

General  Provisions  of  the  Health  Service 

1.  Clinics 

Infant  Welfare — Attendances  2226.  Sessions  102. 
Average  per  session  21 .8. 

Mothereraft — Attendances  59.  Sessions  12.  Average 
per  session  5. 
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Dental 

Expectant  & 


Nursing 

Ere  School 

School 

Mothers 

Children 

Children 

Inspected 

16 

84 

2258 

Requiring  treatment 

15 

73 

1 744 

Persons  treated 

11 

50 

1140 

Attendances 

65 

159 

2262 

Made  dentally  lit 

11 

*20 

989 

Mr.  K.  Batten,  Chief  Dental  Officer,  Cornwall  County 
Council,  has  written  as  follows  : — 

Penryn-Falmouth  Dental  District 

This  district  was  fully  staffed  throughout  the  year 
The  routine  inspection  and  treatment  of  school  children 
has  been  possible  and  the  inspection  and  treatment  of 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  pre-school  children 
has  proceeded  normally  though  there  has  been  a falling-off 
in  the  numbers  of  mothers  sent  for  dental  inspection. 

There  is  still  a lack  of  sufficiently  good  accommodation 
at  Falmouth  and  this  applies  particularly  in  the  ease  of 
Recovery  Room,  Office  and  Laboratory.  A second  Surgery 
is  necessary  and  if  provided  would  permit  the  addition 
of  a Dental  Hygienist  to  the  County’s  Dental  Staff,  as 
present  conditions  would  allow  her  services  to  be  made 
use  of  at  Truro,  St.  Austell,  Itedruth  and  Liskcard — if 
Falmouth  is  made  possible  she  could  be  kept  fully  occupied. 

2.  Ambulance  Service 


Ambulances 

1950 

2 

1951 

2 

Utileeons 

1 

2 

Patients  carried,  ambulances 

4623 

3229 

Patients  carried,  utileeons 

2380 

4575 

Patients  carried.  Hospital  Car 
Service 

1035 

761 

Miles  travelled,  ambulances 

30,857 

26.783 

Miles  travelled,  utileeons 

20,319 

30.413 

Miles  travelled.  Hospital  Car 
Service 

18,108 

1 5.628 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  were  increases  in  both  the 
number  of  patients  carried  and  the  mileage.  The  second 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


11 


utilecon  enabled  a larger  share  of  the  work  to  be  done  by 
these,  comparatively,  economical  vehicles.  Thanks  are 
due  to  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  and  the  Hospital 
Car  Services  for  their  continued  unselfish  co-operation 
throughout  the  year.  These  invaluable  organisations  provide 
a shining  example  of  that  aptitude  for  voluntary 
work  which  is  said  to  be  on  the  wane  in  Britain  to-day. 

3.  Home  Help  Service 

Here  also  is  a line  example  of  voluntary  service,  provided 
in  this  instance  by  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service.  In 
Falmouth  the  mainspring  of  the  service  throughout  the 
year  was  Mrs.  M.  Mack  to  whose  energy  and  zeal  I am  glad 
to  pay  tribute. 

Help  was  given  in  their  homes  to  <S  maternity  and 
44  other  cases.  The  establishment  of  workers  was  increased 
to  six. 

4.  After-Care  Grants 

Grants  of  free  extra  nourishment  were  made  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Chest  Physician  to  11  sufferers 
from  tuberculosis. 

5.  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Truro,  examined 
and  reported  on  116  samples  of  ice  cream  during  the  year. 

6.  Home  Nursing,  Midwifery  and  Health  Visiting 

31  iss  Margaret  Gray,  Assistant  County  Nursing  Officer, 
reports  : — There  were  several  changes  in  the  Nursing 
and  Health  Visiting  staff  during  the  year  but  latterly 
more  settled  conditions  prevailed.  This  enabled  us  to  get 
the  health  visiting  of  children  up-to-date. 

The  care  of  old  people  is  making  increased  demands  on 
the  staff  as  also  is  the  increasing  proportion  of  mothers 
who  have  their  babies  at  home. 


General  cases  nursed  230 

General  nursing  visits  3,237 

Midwifery  cases  150 

Midwifery  visits  2,952 

Ante  Natal  visits  1 ,032 

Health  visits  to  children  under  5 years  8,122 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Age 

Group 

Scarlet  if  hooping 
Fever  C ough 

Acute 

Polio- 
myelitis Measles 

Diph- 

theria 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0 + 



8 2 

6 4 



l—  2 

1 

3 1 

— 34  37 



3—  4 

2 2 

0 6 

1 — 47  46 



5—  0 

4 2 

8 8 

70  105 

1 

10 — 11 



1 1 

3 0 



15—21 

— — 



1 2 



25  + 

— — 

1 1 

1 4 

— — 

7 4 

25  10 

1 — 108  204  — 1 

Totals 

11 

44 

1 372 

1 

Age 

Group 

Acute 

Pneumonia  Dysentery  Erysipelas 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

M.  F. 

M. 

F.  M.  F. 

F. 

0—  4 

— — 

— 

— — — 

— 

5—14  

1 — 

— 



— 

15—44 



— 

2 — 1 

2 

45—0  t 

1 — 

— 

— — — 

— 

65  + 

2 

— 



— 

4 — 

— 

2 — 1 

2 

Totals 

4 

2 1 

2 

Diphtheria 

One  ease  of  Diphtheria  was  notified.  This  was  a ease 
of  palatal  palsy  in  a non-immunised  ehild  who  had  no  other 
symptoms.  The  diagnosis  was  not  baeteriologieally  eon- 
firmed  and.  in  my  opinion  it  was  not  diphtheria. 

During  the  year  1(57  children  under  5 and  32  older 
children  were  immunised.  712  received  booster  doses. 

On  31st  December,  1051.  there  were  003  children 
between  the  ages  of  15  months  and  5 years  in  Falmouth, 
and  of  these  358,  or  30.6%,  had  been  immunised.  This 
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is  a dangerously  low  figure  but  it  must  be  added  that  1 
have  included  in  the  foregoing  figures  only  those  children 
in  respect  of  whom  I have  written  records  of  immunisation. 
In  numerous  instances  parents  state  that  immunisation 
has  been  done  but  no  records  exist.  Previous  estimates  of 
immunisation  rates  have  included  these  but  a break  with 
the  tradition  has  now  been  made. 

Smallpox 


No  eases. 


Under  1 

1-4 

5-14 

15  + 

Total 

Numbers  vaccinated 

9 

36 

10 

31 

8G 

Numbers  re-vaccinated 

— 

— 

4 

90 

94 

It  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized  that  the  optimum 
age  for  primary  vaccination  is  between  2 and  G months. 
The  danger  of  primary  vaccination  at  any  age  is  small 
but  it  is  vastly  greater  between  8 and  25  years  than  it  is  in 
infancy.  Evidence  of  vaccination  is  required  for  entry 
into  boarding  schools,  the  Army  and  for  travel  abroad 
so  few  males  escape  vaccination  at  some  time  or  another. 
It  thus  behoves  all  parents  to  get  the  primary  vaccination 
over  in  infancy  as  subsequent  re-vaccinations  at  any  age 
are  almost  entirely  without  danger. 

Tuberculosis 

Nezv  Cases  Deaths 

Age  Non-  Non- 

Group  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 + 

— — 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

1—  4 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—14 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—24 

1 2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—34 

1 3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—44 

1 2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45—54 



1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55—64 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

G5  + 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 7 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

11 

1 

3 

— 

14 
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On  the  31st  December,  1951,  there  were  102  cases  of 
tuberculosis  on  the  register,  88  pulmonary,  14  nyn-pul- 
monary.  The  number  of  new  eases  discovered  during  the 
year  was  18  less  than  in  1950  and  the  number  of  deaths  was 
also  lower. 

At  the  end  of  1951,  30  children  had  been  vaccinated 
with  B.t'.G.  These  were  all  contacts  with  existing  eases  of 
the  disease.  It  is  hoped  that  when  all  contacts  have  been 
protected  it  will  be  possible  to  extend  the  vaccination 
scheme  to  all  children  and  adolescents. 
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BOROUGH  OF  FALMOUTH 


Annual  R ep  ort 

of  the  BOROUGH  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  31st , 1951 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 

Falmouth 


17th  July,  1952. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  to  you  my  25th  Annual  Report  on  the 
Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough,  I have  been  guided 
by  Circular  42/51,  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
this  purpose. 

During  the  year  the  Medical  Officer  and  self  met  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Port  of  Falmouth  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and,  as  a result,  it  was  arranged  for  a Lecture 
and  Film  Exhibition  to  be  held  in  the  Council  Chamber, 
in  connection  with  Food  Hygiene  and  the  Clean  Food 
Campaign. 

His  Worship  the  Mayor  presided,  and  the  Lecture  was 
given  by  Dr.  Anne  Burgess. 

Although  over  300  persons  connected  with  the  Handling 
and  Distribution  of  Food  received  individual  invitations, 
an  audience  of  only  about  30  attended,  and  very  vew  of 
these  were  actually  connected  with  the  subject. 

In  connection  with  Rodent  Infestation,  Maintenance 
Treatment  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out,  and  householders 
have  co-operated  in  notifying  the  presence  of  rats  and  mice. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  1).  IL.  McKerchar.  W ater  Engineer,' 
for  the  following  report  : — 

The  Falmouth  Water  Undertaking  is  Municipally 
owned. 

The  source  of  supply  is  from  Gathering  Grounds  of 
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gravel  and  peat  sub-soil,  into  impounding  and  settling 
reservoirs.  The  water  is  subjected  to  (sand)  pressure 
filtration.  The  filtered  water  is  chlorinated  to  maintain 
the  required  standard  of  bacterial  purity  and  is  treated 
with  lime  to  eorreet.  its  corrosive  tendency. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  analyses  are  taken 
monthly  of  all  water  in  supply,  and  the  raw  water  quarterly. 

During  1951.  the  average  daily  consumption  within 
the  statutory  area  of  supply  was  1,989,955  gallons. 

The  number  of  Trade  Supplies  for  the  year  equals 
520  and  the  number  of  Domestic  Supplies  equals  0,500. 

During  the  year,  new  water  mains  have  been  laid  at 
Castle  Drive  and  for  the  Marlborough  and  Penwerris 
Housing  Estates. 

The  Water  Supply  in  the  statutory  area  lias  been 
entirely  satisfactory  (a)  in  quality  and  (b)  in  quantity. 

Sewerage 

Sewage  disposal  is  principally  by  sea  outfalls,  one 
at  Middle  Point  and  one  discharging  from  a Septic  Tank 
at  Gyllyngvase. 

There  is  also  a small  Plant,  consisting  of  Settling 
Tanks,  etc.,  with  two  percolating  Filters  to  deal  with  the 
sewage  from  the  Swan  vale,  Penmere  and  Trescobeas  Areas. 

The  Council  have  under  consideration  a New  Scheme 
to  replace  the  overburdened  Swanvale  Sewage  Works  and 
to  deal  with  the  Dracaena  Avenue  and  Ponshardcn  Areas, 
and  future  development  of  Boslowick  and  Trescobeas 
Areas. 

Drainage 

During  the  year,  133  new  drains  were  tested,  first 
by  means  of  Water  Test,  then  by  Smoke  Test,  and  all 
finally  approved. 

In  addition,  288  yards  of  new  (5  in.  sewer  at  Tregenver 
Road,  Grenville  Road  and  Trcdynas  Road  and  24  !•  yards 
of  9 in.  sewer  at  Marlborough  Avenue.  Castle  Drive  and 
Trescobeas  Road  were  tested  and  approved. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

Action  was  taken  to  cheek  pollution  as  found  necessary, 
and  four  samples  of  the  eflluent  from  Swanvale  Sewage 
Works  were  taken,  one  by  the  Pollution  Prevention  Officer 
and  three  by  (lie  Department,  the  respective  results  being 
as  follows  : — 
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Date  sample  taken 
26/10/51 
28/  5/51 
19/  9/51 
17/12/51 


Biological  Oxygen  de- 
mand in  5 days  (parts 
per  million) 

37.5 
25.0 

30.5 

50.5 


Closet  Accommodation 


With  the  exception  of  a very  small  number  of  Pail 
Closets  and  Privy  Middens  in  outside  areas,  all  are  on  the 
Water  carriage  and  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewer. 

We  have,  however,  153  premises  connected  to  122 
Cesspits,  where  no  sewers  are  available,  in  addition  there 
are  two  cesspits  serving  two  caravan  sites,  all  being  emptied 
by  an  approved  type  of  Cesspool  Emptier. 


TABLE  No.  1 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  MADE 


Dwelling  Houses  Inspections 

Inspected  for  housing  defects  205 

Inspected  after  occurrence  of  Infectious  Disease  26 

Rooms  disinfected  147 

Inspections  of  Water  Closets  43 

Inspections  of  Common  Passages  76 

Inspections  of  new  houses  56 

Drainage 

Sewerage  Inspections  75 

Visits  to  Works  in  Progress  392 

Water  Tests  applied  to  drains  55 

Smoke  Tests  applied  to  drains  132 

New  drains  approved  after  test  133 

New  drains  disapproved  23 

Old  drains  inspected  4 

New  Interceptors  fixed  38 

New  gullies  fixed  117 
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Dairies 

Dairies  inspected  3-1- 

Milk  Purveyors’  Vehicles  39 

Samples  obtained  for  Methylene  Blue  37 

Bakehouses 

Number  of  Inspections  42 

Meat  Shops,  Stalls,  etc.  1 1 1 

Miscellaneous  Inspections 

Cinemas  and  Music  Halls  17 

Public  Conveniences  130 

Drinking  Fountains  14 

Tips  34 

Beacon  Camp  10 

lie  Rat  Destruction  1,739 

Visits  to  Salvage  Depot  04 

Visits  to  Council  Houses  14 

Visits  to  Swanvale  Sewerage  Farm  31 

Visits  to  Catering  Establishments  37 

Visits  to  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  14 

Visits  to  Caravan  Sites  20 

Visits  to  Piggeries  5 

Visits  to  Aged  and  Infirm  Persons  10 

Inspection  of  Premises  re  Sale  of  lee  Cream  107 

Inspection  of  Swanpool  30 

Inspections  re  Shops  Act  99 

District  Inspections  2 1- 

Inspections  with  Medical  Officer  of  Health  1 I 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc.  02 

Interviews  with  Chairman  11 

Interviews  with  Applicants  for  Council  Houses  21- 

Interviews  and  Inspections  re  Overcrowding  10 

Interviews  re  collection  of  Refuse  15 

Interviews  with  Farmers  and  Milk  Purveyors  49 

Interviews  with  Owners  of  Farms  2 

Interviews  with  Owners  of  Hotels  7 

Interviews  with  Builders  26 

Interviews  with  Architects  11 

Interviews  re  Shops  Acts  34 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED 

Dwelling  Houses 

Roofs  repaired  ....  24 

Eaves,  Gutters  and  Fall  Pipes  repaired  31 

Walls  24 

Windows  16 

Defective  Wash  Basins,  repaired  or  renewed  — 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed  .....  — 

Houses  provided  with  Sinks  1 

Verminous  Rooms  disinfected  74 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  12 

Stairs  repaired  ...  — 

Doors  repaired  .....  3 

Defective  Ceilings  repaired  ...  1 

Defective  Flues  and  Fireplaces  repaired  3 

Defective  Cooking  Stoves  repaired  1 

Hot  Water  Installations  provided  ...  5 

Water  Closets,  etc. 

Defective  Water  Closets  repaired  17 

Defective  Hopper  Pans  replaced  by  Wash- 
downs ...  6 

Additional  Water  Closets  provided  12 

Cesspools  emptied  ...  878 

Cesspool  abolished  1 

Privy  Midden  abolished  — 

Pail  Closets  abolished 

Drainage 

Houses  completely  re-drained  .....  — 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  13 

Old  Drains  abolished  ...  — 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  repaired  or  disconnected  3 

Choked  Drains  cleansed,  repaired  or  relaid  .....  35 

Choked  Gullies  cleansed  4 

Choked  Interceptors  cleansed  27 

Sewers  cleansed  or  repaired  14 

Existing  Drains  connected  to  Main  Sewer  1 

Manhole  covers  repaired  7 

Siphon  Traps  removed  4 
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Water  Supply 

Water  Services  repaired  4 

il  ouses  or  W.C.’s  provided  with  adequate 

water  supply  8 

Flush  Cisterns  repaired  5) 

Water  Fountains  repaired  7 

Miscellaneous 

Offensive  Accumulations  removed  18 

Statutory  Notices  issued 

Preliminary  Notices  given  220 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  937 

Total  Inspections  made  4,942 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occu- 

piers 

prose- 

cuted 

( i ) Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  (5  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

20 

58 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

45 

100 

(Hi)  Others  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

4 

!) 

TOTAL 

75 

107 

— 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 
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Number  o 

cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

Found 

Rcmed  ied 

Reft 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l) 

1 

i 

1 

Overcrowding  (8.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera- 
ture (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
lloors  (S.G) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(8.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

1 

i 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 
fective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating 
to  outwork) 

4 

4 

TOTAL 

0 

6 

— 

1 

— 

Eradication  of  Vermin 

One  house  was  treated  for  Bed  Bug  Infestation,  11  for 
fleas  and  5 for  beetles.  Seven  Wasps’  nests  were  destroyed. 

Rodent  Control 

In  connection  with  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act.  1949,  22G  cases  wef®  dealt  with. 

The  baits  used  for  prebaiting  were  2 } cwts.  of  Sausage 
Rusk,  1 cwt.  Barley  Mash  and  J ewt.  Soaked  Wheat,  and 
for  poisoning,  Arsenic,  Zinc  Phosphide,  Antu  and  Warfarin 
were  the  chief  agents. 

Based  on  the  actual  “ takes  of  Poison,”  it  is  estimated 
that  1.689  rats  and  882  mice  were  killed.  460  dead  rodents 
were  picked  up. 
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The  work  done  during  the  year  included  the  treatment 
of  the  Couneil’s  sewers,  which  resulted  in  an  estimated  kill 
of  (50,  included  in  the  above  total. 

Co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Infestation  Control  Division 
and  the  Cornwall  Agricultural  Committee,  Pest  Department. 

One  full-time  Rodent  Operator  was  employed  and 
methods  of  treatment  were  strictly  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries’  recommendations 
and  included  poisoning  and  trapping. 

No  charges  were  made  for  treatment  carried  out  at 
dwelling  houses. 

The  following  table  gives  the  particulars  of  the  work 
carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Com- 

plaints 

Inspec- 

tions 

Pre- 

mises 

treated  Prc-  Pre- 
by  mises  mises 
poison  trapped  gassed 

Man- 

holes 

baited 

Prc. 

baits 

laid 

Poison 

baits 

laid 

221 

1 .739 

222  3 1 

93 

4,8G4 

996 

Housing 

Housing  work  was  chiefly  restricted  to  dealing  with 
maintenance  of  property  in  as  reasonable  a condition  as 
possible,  in  view  of  the  shortage  of  materials  and  labour. 

During  the  year  the  Local  Authority  built  15  houses, 
which  brings  the  total  of  Council  Houses  to  905,  and  ten 
houses  were  built  privately. 

Squatters’  Camp 

At  the  end  of  the  year  only  nine  lints  remained  occupied, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  in  my  next  annual  report  I shall  be 
able  to  say  that  the  Camp  has  been  demolished. 

Frequent  inspections  are  made  to  ensure  that  a reason- 
able standard  of  sanitation  is  maintained. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

There  are  sixteen  farms  in  the  Rorough. 

Distribution  of  milk  was  carried  out  by  20  purveyors, 
there  being  one  distributor  of  Pasteurised  Milk  and  13  of 
T.T.  Milk. 
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Thirty-seven  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test,  with  satisfactory  results. 

Eight  Supplementary  and  live  Dealers’  Licences  to 
use  the  Special  Designation,  “ Tuberculin  Tested,”  were 
granted  during  the  year. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

133  visits  were  made  to  Meat  and  other  Food  Shops 
and  Bakehouses  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  food, 
and  the  following  meat  and  other  foodstuffs  was  con- 
demned : — 

Beef  ..  3,651  lbs. 

Mutton  2,280  lbs. 

Veal  317  lbs. 

Pork  1.043  lbs. 

Lamb  665  lbs. 

Salt  Beef  736  lbs. 

Salt  Pork  688  lbs. 

Smoked  Bacon  99  lbs. 

Sheep  Kidneys  147  lbs. 

Hams  380  lbs. 

Ox  Hearts  184  lbs. 

Ox  Kidneys  129  lbs. 

Ox  Tongues  162  lbs. 

Ox  Tails  99  lbs. 

Ox  Liver  78  lbs. 

Ox  Tripe  62  lbs. 

Ducks  40  lbs. 

Sausages  28  lbs. 

Hogs  Pudding  3 lbs. 

Sweetbreads 31  lbs. 

Canned  Vegetables  202  lbs. 

Canned  Fruit  618  lbs. 

Canned  Meat  2,150  lbs. 

Canned  Milk  311  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Canned  Foods  538  lbs. 

Dried  Fruit  30  lbs. 

Fish  500  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Foods  401  lbs. 


15,572  lbs. 
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Adulteration,  Etc. 


The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  working  of 
these  Acts  and  Regulations  and  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  II.  E. 
liundle,  Senior  Inspector,  Weights  and  Measures  Depart- 
ment, for  the  following  report : — 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 


Article 

No. 

Genu- 

ine 

Adulter 

uted 

- Remit  of 
Proceedings 

Milk 

55 

55 



— 

Butter 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Strawberry  Jam 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Vegetarian  Rusks 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Lemon  Curd 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Table  Jelly 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Milk  Chocolate 

i 

i 

— 

— 

Lemon  Cheese 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Saccharine  Tablets 

i 

i 

— 

— 

Orange  Marmalade 

i 

i 

— 

— 

Lemon  Spread  

i 

i 

— 

— 

Tea  

i 

i 

— 

— 

Coffee  and  Chicory 

Essence 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Chicken  and  Ham  Pic 

i 

i 

— 

— 

Custard  Powder 

2 

— 

— 

Ginger  Conserve 

i 

i 

— 

— 

I )ry  Mincemeat 

] 

i 

— 

— 

Grapefruit  Squash 

*> 

*> 

— 

— 

Pure  Coffee 

i 

i 

— 

— 

Sunchoe 

i 

i 

— 

— 

Sausages 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Cornflour 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

90 

90 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream 

Section  It  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  is  enforced  in 
the  Borough.  Fifty-one  premises  are  registered,  four  of 
which  are  for  Manufacture  and  Sale,  forty-six  for  Sale  and 
one  Wholesale  Storage  Depot.  With  a view  to  securing 
uniformity  in  the  interpretation  of  the  legislation  alTecting 
the  lee  Cream  Trade,  we  are  administering  the  provisional 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


25 


standard  of  grading,  based  on  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction 
Test. 


During  the  year  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  obtained 
and  submitted  for  examination  the  following  table  shows 
the  results  of  samples  submitted  : — - 


No.  taken 

110 

No. 

(certified)  as 

Provisional  Grade  1 

80 

or 

08.97% 

No. 

5 55 

9 

5 5 5 5 ^ 

20 

or 

17.24% 

No. 

55  5 5 

„ „ 3 

14 

or 

12.07% 

No. 

5 5 5 5 

1 1 11  I 

Public  Conveniences 

2 

or 

1.72% 

There  are  21  Public  Conveniences  in  the  Borough,  which 
are  cleansed  daily,  four  have  a Caretaker  for  9 hours  every 
week-day  ; two  are  open  in  the  season  only. 

190  visits  have  been  made  to  the  various  conveniences 
and  the  revenue  received  for  the  year  ending  31st  March, 
1952,  was  £1,224  19s.  lid. 

I am  sorry  to  report  that  the  Council  have  not  yet  come 
to  a decision  to  improve  the  present  inadequate  accommoda- 
tion of  the  Market  Strand  Conveniences. 

Shops  and  Offices 

The  inspection  of  Shops  and  Offices  as  regards  their 
sanitary  accommodation  was  continued  during  the  year, 
and  of  the  99  inspections  made,  24  were  in  connection  with 
closing  hours. 

10  complaints  were  received  and  a number  of  contra- 
ventions dealt  with. 

Young  Persons  Act 

27  inspections  were  made  and  live  complaints  investi- 
gated, but  I am  pleased  to  say  that  no  employer  was  found 
to  be  working  the  Young  Persons  longer  hours  than  was 
permitted  under  the  Act. 

Camping  Sites 

There  are  three  licensed  Camping  Sites. 

The  two  principal  camps  have  been  provided  with 
sanitary  conveniences  and  washing  facilities  and  all  three 
are  provided  with  the  Town’s  supply  of  water  and  dustbins. 
In  addition,  live  licences  were  granted  to  persons  to  station 
and  use  caravans. 

Cinemas  and  Music  Halls 

These  places  of  Public  Amusement  were  inspected 
during  the  year  and  gave  little  cause  for  complaint.  The 
necessary  reports  were  made  to  the  Local  Authority  for 
the  purposes  of  renewal  of  licences. 
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Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

There  are  no  public  or  privately-owned  Swimming 
Baths  or  Pools. 

Licensed  Houses 

For  a num  her  of  years  efforts  have  been  made  to 
improve  the  Hygiene  of  these  premises,  and  I am  pleased 
to  report  that  as  a result  of  a special  effort  all  Licensed 
Houses  in  the  Borough  have  a constant  hot  water  supply 
for  washing  purposes.  The  two  premises  referred  to  in  my 
last  Annual  Report  as  being  under  consideration  for  im- 
provement of  Sanitary  Accommodation  have  been  pro- 
vided with  accommodation  for  both  sexes. 

Public  Cleansing 

(1st  April,  1951— 31st  March.  1952) 

During  the  year  a twice-weekly  collection  of  House 
Refuse  was  maintained  and  Shops  in  the  Main  Streets 
collected  daily. 

From  1st  April  to  31st  December.  1951.  the  Council 
temporarily  agreed  with  the  neighbouring  Authority  of 
Penryn  to  receive  all  Refuse  on  their  Tip.  From  1st  January 
to  31st.  March,  1952,  all  refuse  was  disposed  of  on  the 
Council’s  Tip  at  Swanpool,  and  arrangements  have  been 
made  between  the  Council  and  the  Falmouth  Cricket  Club 
for  the  disposal  of  refuse  on  their  new  ground  at  Trescobeas 
from  April  1st,  1952. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  Salvage 
materials  sold  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  previous 
years  : — 

1951  1950  19 K>  to  1951 

Tons  Tons  Tons 


Waste  Paper 

97 

G2 

1 585 

Ferrous  Metals 

— 

— 

108 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

— 

— 

3 

Flattened  Tins 

— 

— 

247 

Textiles 

— 

— 

35 

Bones 

— 

— 

36* 

Food  Wastes 

— 

— 

740 

Bottles 

— 

— 

7$ 

Jam  Jars 

— 

— 

11 

Rubber 

• — 

— 

14 

Total  Tonnage 

97 

(52 

2.787} 

Value 

tl  ,141 

£71 

£11,9(50 
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The  staff  consists  of  14  males  whole-time  and  the 
number  and  make  of  vehicles  employed  as  follows  : — 

One  10  cubic  yard  Commer  Refuse  Lorry  (commenced 
11/3/49). 

One  10  cubic  yard  Karrier  Refuse  Lorry  (commenced 
19/7/49). 

One  7 cubic  yard  Seddon  3-ton  Diesel  Refuse  Lorry 
(commenced  1/10/51). 

One  750-gallon  Bedford  Cesspool  Emptier  (commenced 
1/1/49). 

The  number  of  loads  of  Refuse  disposed  of  is  as  follows  : 

Penryn  Swa/npool 

Dodge  I (318 

Karrier  ...  837 

Commer  726 

Seddon  ....  155 

Morris  ... . 7 

Hired  Lorry  ...  65 

The  total  cost  of  Collection  is  : — 

£ s.  d. 

Receipts 

Sale  of  Salvaged  Materials  1,284  10  6 

Leaving  a net  cost  of 
Collection  of 
Cost  of  Disposal  : 

Tipping  of  Refuse 

Preparing  road  to  Cricket 
Field,  Trescobeas 

Total  cost  of  Disposal 

Emptying  of  Cesspits 

There  are  124  Cesspits  in  the  Borough,  which  are 
emptied  without  charge. 

£ s.  d. 

The  total  cost  of  these  Services  amount  to  1,480  17  9 


310 

247 

254 

2 

4 

£ s.  d. 
6,970  12  6 


5,686  2 0 

1,620  11  7 

130  5 2 

1,750  16  9 
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In  conclusion,  l desire  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation 
of  the  support  received  during  the  year  from  the  Health 
and  other  Committees,  my  best  thanks  to  the  staff  for 
their  loyalty,  zeal  and  devotion,  and  for  the  able  and 
energetic  manner  in  which  they  have,  at  all  times,  discharged 
their  many  and  onerous  duties,  often  under  very  trying 
conditions. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  HEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


